
What	–	With	My	Back?	

	
Person	One:	It’s	back!	

	

Person	Two:	What’s	back?	

	

Person	One:	What	With	My	Back’s	back!	

	

Person	Two:	What	With	My	Back’s	back?	

	

Person	One:	Yes,	What	With	My	Back’s	back!	

	

Person	Two:	Wow!		

	

	
The	names	of	the	people	involved	have	been	omitted	for	legal	reasons.		



The	new	season	is	up	and	running	and	it’s	time	to	look	and	see	how	
our	teams	are	fairing	so	far	and	how	successful,	or	unsuccessful,	they	
are	likely	to	be.	Fielding	a	record	6	teams	in	the	SDTTL	and	1	in	the	
Basildon	TTL,	will	our	teams	rocket	to	the	top	of	the	league	or	fizzle	
out	 like	 a	 damp	 squib?	Will	 our	 players	 sparkle	 or	 turn	 out	 to	 be	
duds?	

N.B.	It’s	November	and	these	are	clever	firework	related	puns!	

	

The	Winter	Season	So	Far	

Our	 A	 and	 B	 teams	 both	 start	 in	 Division	 1	 but	 with	 differing	
aspirations.	 Under	 the	 captaincy	 of	 the	 Emperor	 Pang,	 the	 A	 team	
looks	 to	 be	 a	 real	 contender	 for	 promotion	 and	 early	 results	 are	
reflecting	that	as	they	sit	second	in	the	table	at	the	time	of	writing.	
Newcomer	 David	 Colwill	 looks	 to	 be	 an	 astute	 signing	 by	 Tim,	
bringing	some	much	needed	higher	level	experience	to	the	team.	Key	
to	their	success	however,	will	probably	be	the	form	of	our	once	tiny	
terrors,	the	two	Matt’s,	who	increase	in	not	only	size,	but	ability,	all	
the	 time.	 Alan	 Tideswell	 makes	 up	 the	 squad	 bringing	 yet	 more	
experience.	The	B	team	–	made	up	of	myself,	Dennis,	Keith,	Neal	and	
Liam	–	are	 intent	only	on	survival.	 It	 seems	 likely	 that	we	will	be	 in	
the	 relegation	 dogfight	 throughout	 the	 season	 and	 every	 point	we	
win	will	be	priceless.	More	appearances	by	Liam	will	certainly	help	us	
if	 he	 can	 reproduce	 last	 season’s	 form	but	 in	any	event	 it	will	 be	a	
long	hard	 season.	 Promotion	 for	 the	A	 team	and	 survival	 for	 the	B	
would	be	the	perfect	outcome.	

	

	



Page	Three	Stunner	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

At	What	With	My	Back,	we	 like	 to	appeal	 to	as	many	people	as	we	
can	so	this	edition’s	page	three	stunner	is	one	for	the	ladies.	It’s	hard	
to	resist	a	man	in	a	gold	jacket!	

	

Joke	Break	

The	trouble	with	being	a	good	sport	is	that	you	have	to	lose	to	prove	
it.	



Our	 lone	 representatives	 in	 Division	 2,	 Stuart’s	 C	 team,	 have	 also	
started	 well	 but,	 despite	 a	 seven	 man	 squad,	 are	 finding	 team	
selection	 a	 problem.	 The	 regulars	 of	 Stuart,	 Tubby	 and	 Brian	
Bissenden	 are	 clocking	 up	 the	 appearances	 but	 other	 squad	
members	are	unable	to	commit	on	a	regular	basis	which,	inevitably,	
means	that	problems	will	occur.	Having	said	that,	relegation	does	not	
appear	to	be	an	issue	and	a	mid-table	finish	is	totally	acceptable.	

With	 three	 teams	 in	 Division	 3	we	 are	 not	 short	 of	 derby	matches	
and	 I	 am	 sure	 the	D	 team	will	 be	doing	all	 they	 can	 to	 justify	 their	
ranking	 by	 finishing	 higher	 than	 teams	 E	 and	 F.	 David’s	 team	 of	
Kevin,	Jason,	Phil,	Brian	Parker	and	Laurie	appear	to	be	a	steady	and	
consistent	 squad	 of	 players	 who,	 unfortunately	 at	 the	 moment,	
appear	to	be	suffering	from	a	lack	of	match	practice.	At	the	time	of	
writing	 they	 have	 only	 played	 2	 games,	 but	 as	 the	 fixtures	 unfold	
they	should	be	 looking	at	a	 top	half	of	 the	 table	 finish,	 if	not	being	
quite	strong	enough	to	push	for	promotion.	

John	 Jolley’s	 E	 team	 have	 a	 large	 squad	which	 includes	 youngsters	
Ben,	 Harry,	 Sean	 and	 Josh	 Jones,	 plus	 Graham,	 Ron	 and	 Jim.	 They	
have	had	a	tough	start	and	languish	near	the	bottom	of	the	table	at	
the	moment,	but	this	side,	and	the	F	team,	is	all	about	improvement	
and	we	have	already	seen	some	good	signs	from	the	youngsters	and,	
indeed,	Big	Jim!	

Claire	 Stringer	 is	 our	 new	 captain	 this	 year	 and,	 just	 to	 make	 her	
selection	duties	more	difficult,	her	squad	now	stands	at	13	following	
the	 recent	 acquisitions	 of	 David	 Chenery	 and	 Martin	 Scarfe.	 This	
squad	does,	however,	include	6	under	15’s	who	have	varying	degrees	
of	 availability	 so	 selection	 and	 continuity	 will	 remain	 a	 problem.	
Having	 said	 that,	 they	 have	 already	 picked	 up	 two	 wins	 so	 a	
promising	start	so	far.	



There	is	no	relegation	from	Division	3	and	no	fear	of	finishing	bottom	
as	Rawreth	I	will	almost	certainly	take	that	spot,	but	the	objective	for	
both	 the	 E	 and	 F	 teams	must	 be	 to	 finish	 no	 lower	 than	 10th	 and,	
more	importantly,	to	see	individual	performances	improve.	There	are	
a	 lot	 of	 young	 and	 inexperienced	 players	 in	 these	 two	 teams	 so	
development	is	everything.			

Our	team	in	the	Basildon	League	has	now	grown	up	and	dropped	the	
‘Juniors’	 from	 their	 name	 and	 now	 includes	 the	 two	Matt’s,	 Justin	
Jeffrey,	Daniel	Zeffie,	David	Colwill	and	captain	Emperor	Pang.	They	
have	had	a	few	postponements	meaning	they	have	only	played	three	
games,	but	three	wins	recorded	–	so	far	so	good!	This	team	must	be	
a	strong	contender	for	promotion	for	the	second	successive	season.	

Good	luck	to	all	our	teams!		

	

Joke	Break	

Knock	knock.	Who’s	there?	Ash.	Ash	who?	Bless	you.	I	did	not	mean	
to	make	you	sneeze!	

	

Around	The	Club	

Our	 first	 ever	 combined	 Awards	 Night	 and	 Dinner	 in	 September	
proved	to	be	a	big	success	with	approximately	50	people	attending.	
The	 only	 glitch	 was	 the	 late	 arrival	 of	 the	 food	 which	 delayed	 the	
completion	of	the	quiz’s	a	little,	and	maybe	next	year	we’ll	choose	a	
more	 local	 supplier!	Otherwise	 the	 evening	went	well	 and	most	 of	
you	will	have	seen	the	photos	from	the	night,	masterminded	by	Josh	
who	took	charge	of	all	things	technical,	and	he	also	had	a	big	hand	in	



preparing	the	quiz’s	along	with	Barbara	and	Darren.	A	big	thank	you	
to	you	all!	

The	 raffle	 proved	 very	 successful	 as	 well	 with	 a	 great	 number	 of	
prizes	 donated	 by	 members	 (some	 even	 by	 those	 who	 did	 not	
attend)	and	over	£100	was	raised	for	the	Jess	Purser	fund	which	the	
Club	 made	 up	 to	 £150.	 Extremely	 sad	 therefore	 that	 Jess	 passed	
away	just	a	week	or	so	ago,	but	the	money	raised	for	her	will	be	held	
in	 a	 trust	 for	 her	 daughter.	 Thank	 you	 to	 everyone	 who	 donated	
prizes	and	bought	tickets.	

The	main	part	of	the	evening	was,	of	course,	the	prizegiving,	and	for	
the	 first	 time	 this	 year	 we	 introduced	 3	 new	 prizes	 in	 addition	 to	
those	given	to	the	Competition	winners.	These	three	people	deserve	
special	mention,	so	for	the	benefit	of	all	our	members	and	those	who	
have	joined	since	September	they	were:-	

Club	Person	of	the	Year	-	David	Cross	

Player	of	the	Year	-	Stuart	Adshead	

Junior	Player	of	the	Year	-	Matt	Stringer	

Many	congratulations!	

Joke	Break	

Two	baseball	 pitchers	make	 a	 promise	 to	 each	other	 that	 if	 one	of	
them	dies,	they	will	come	back	as	a	ghost	and	tell	the	other	if	there	is	
baseball	in	heaven.	One	of	the	pitchers	passes	away	and	duly	comes	
back	as	a	ghost	to	visit	 the	other.	He	says,	 ‘I	have	some	good	news	
and	some	bad	news.’	The	other	one	says,	‘Tell	me.’	So	the	ghost	says,	
‘The	good	news	 is	 that	 there	 is	baseball	 in	heaven,	 the	bad	news	 is	
you	are	pitching	tomorrow.’	



Membership	

Our	current	membership	now	stands	at	71.	Adult	players	31,	 Junior	
(under	18)	22,	Social	10	and	U3A	8.	

Whilst	 the	 majority	 of	 our	 members	 live	 in	 Hockley,	 we	 also	 have	
members	living	in	Great	Wakering,	Westcliff,	Southend,	Thundersley,	
Leigh,	 Rayleigh,	 Hullbridge	 and	 Basildon.	 Our	 fame	 is	 spreading	 far	
and	wide	across	Essex!	

Since	September	we	have	welcomed	 the	 following	new	members	–	
David	Colwill,	Keith	Denyer,	Daniel	Zeffie	and	Martin	Scarfe.	

	

Looking	from	the	Bottom	Up	

This	is	a	new	section	to	the	ever	popular	What	With	My	Back	written	
by	the	chairman’s	talented	son,	Andrew	Strutt.	My	section	will	focus	
on	the	bottom	of	the	Southend	Table	Tennis	League,	Division	Three,	
where	I	am	plying	my	trade	in	the	F	team.	

So	 far	 it	 has	 been	 a	 mixed	 bag	 of	 results	 for	 us,	 with	 a	 clear	
difference	between	 the	 top	 few	 teams	and	 the	 rest	of	 the	division.	
Our	 last	 game	 though,	 away	 at	 Hullbridge	 G	 who	 were	 relegated	
from	Division	2	last	year,	saw	Martin	Scarfe	upset	the	odds	to	beat	all	
three	of	the	opposition	and	earn	us	three	vital	points.	Unfortunately	
Claire	 and	 I	 couldn’t	 quite	 match	 that	 feat	 but	 were	 delighted	 for	
Martin	as	he	secured	his	first	maximum.	

The	season	looks	as	though	it	will	carry	on	in	the	fashion	it	has	so	far,	
which	means	I	won’t	be	winning	many	matches	–	just	like	my	father!	
Our	 next	 four	 games	 though	 provide	 an	 opportunity	 to	 get	 a	 few	
wins	 on	 the	 board	 and	 include	 ‘the	 big	 one’	 against	 the	 E	 team.	



Fingers	 crossed	 for	 good	 performances	 from	 everyone	 as	 we	
continue	to	look	from	the	bottom	up.		

	

Juniors	

It	is	pleasing	to	see	that	a	number	of	our	Juniors	have	played	in	the	
League	 this	 season,	 some	 of	 them	 making	 their	 debut,	 and	
congratulations	 go	 to	 seasoned	 ‘veterans’	 Ben	 Cook	 and	 Harry	
Sawford,	Liam	Adshead,	Archie	Brace,	Josh	Jones	and	Alex	Summers.	
A	well	 done	 for	 our	 coaches:	 Tim,	 Claire	 and	Brian	who	have	done	
such	a	good	job	in	developing	these	young	players.	

	

Movember		

Those	of	you	feeling	in	a	giving	mood	may	like	to	help	Andrew	as	he	
participates	 in	 this	 year’s	 Movember	 challenge,	 raising	 money	 for	
prostate	 and	 testicular	 cancer.	 This	 involves	 growing	 a	moustache,	
which	 may	 be	 hard	 to	 spot	 as	 far	 as	 Andrew	 is	 concerned,	 and	
‘moving’	 every	 day	 in	 November	 which	 will	 probably	 mean	 just	
getting	out	of	bed!	 In	either	event	a	difficult	task	but	surely	worthy	
of	support!	

To	donate	click	the	following	link:	

http://mobro.co/strutty27	

Or	 you	 can	 give	 cash	 (remember	 cash?)	 to	 Andrew	 or	 Paul	 on	
Thursday’s	social	nights.	Just	ask	for	the	box!	

	



Please	 keep	 your	 diaries	 handy	 and	 a	 close	 eye	 on	 the	website	 as	
Christmas	 is	 approaching	 and	 I’m	 sure	 our	 Social	 Committee	 are	
working	hard	on	our	regular	Yuletide	celebration.	If	not	–	why	not?!	

	

Good	luck	to	everyone	for	the	rest	of	the	season.	

	

Paul		

	

	

		 	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

Keith:	‘Dennis,	he	needs	the	kiss	of	life!’	

Dennis:	‘What,	with	my	back?’	

	

	


